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SUPPLEMENTARY  FARMING  HOMESTEADS  IN  RECENT 


GERMAN  LAND  SETTLEMENT  1,  / 


By  Erich  Kracmer 

In  the  field  of  German  land  settlement  a  strong  movement  for 
the  creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads  2/  is  under  way 
at  the  present  time.     This  movement  is  as  important  as  current  ef- 
forts to  establish  new  peasant  farms. 

Supplementary  farming  homesteads  have,  in  general,  five  char- 
acteristics:  (l)  Farming  on  the  holdings  is  carried  out  "by  the  home- 
steaders as  a  side-line  activity  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing 
the  receipts  they  draw  from  their  main  occupation  or  principal  source 
of  income.     (2)  The  agricultural  land  of  the  homesteads  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  sustain  a  family.     (7>)  Agricultural  production  is  pri- 
marily,  if  not  exclusively,  for  home  consumption.     (4)  The  holdings 
are  located  on  the  periphery  of  large  cities  and  industrial  centers, 
around  middle-sized  towns,  as  well  as  in  the  open  country.     (5)  The 
agricultural  land  of  the  homesteads  is  either  directly  attached  to 
the  dwellings  of  the  homesteaders  or  located,  wholly  or  in  part, 
nearby. 

As  in  other  countries,   such  homesteads  are  not  new  in  Germany. 
They  have  "been  in  existence  for  a  long  time  and  have  grown  up  in 
close  connection  with  the  advancement  of  urbanization  and  industri- 
alization.    Their  operators  include  agricultural  laborers,  trades- 
men, persons  engaged  in  home- industry,  workers  in  industries  con- 
cerned with  the  processing  of  agricultural  products,  mining  workers, 
railroad  workers,  road  workers,  inn-keepers,  and  workers  in  other 
industries  situated  in  rural  ">r  semi-rural  districts. 


1/  Reprinted,  with  the  permission  of  the  Editors,  from  the  JOURr- 
NAL  OF  LAND'  AND  PUBLIC  UTILITY  ECONOMICS,  XII  (2)  177.     May  1936. 

2/  In  the  United  States  holdings;  of  this  tvne  are  usually  called 
"subsistence  homesteads,"  "suburban  holdings,"  or  "part-time  farms." 
None  of  these  terms  is  used  here,  partly  because  of  the  considerable 
amount  of  confusion  which  has  developed  over  these  terms  and  partly 
because,   in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,   the  new  term  describes  more 
accurately  this  particular  type  of  settlement.     The  common  German 
designation  for  supplementary  farming  homesteads  is  "Kleinsied- 
lung. " 
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In  1933  Germany  had  over  3,000,000  supplementary  farming  home- 
steads, representing  the  overwhelming  majority  o f  t he  e pproximately 
3,300,000  establishments  which  the  Census  of  that  year  reported  as 
felling  in  the  category  of  holdings  ranging  from  1  to  lSjj  acres. 
Table  I  shows  the  number  and  percent  of  German  holdings  of  this  size 
group  and  their  number  per  1,000  inhabitants  for  the  various  states 
end  Prussian  provinces,  as  well  as  the  size  of  the  political  divisions 

Table  I.  Inimber  and  Percent  of  Holdings  Ranging  from  0.25  to  12.4 


Acres,  Number  of  These  Holdings  ner  1,000  Inhabitants,  by 
States  and  Provinces,  together  with  Data  on  Area  of  Polit- 
ical  Divisions,  in  Germany,  1933.*  


Area  of  States 

Number  o  f 

States  and  Provinces 

end  Provinces 

Holdings 

Holdings 

in  Square  Kilo- 

Tlumber 

Per- 

per 1 ,000 

meters 

cent 

Inhabitants 

468 , 779 . 74 

3,356 ,162 

100. 0?o  : 

51 . 5 

292,771.71 

1 ,966 ,406 

58.  6 

49 .  o 

36 ,991 . 93 

124,137 

:  3-.  7 

5^.2 

fl  ■  i  _.     _  r>    *n  n  * 

883. 52 

4-6 , 687 

1.4 

11 .0 

39,038.50 

187,550 

5.6 

68 . 8 

T\   • 

,  30,268.79 

103,132 

3.1 

53. 7 

Posen-Tfest  Prussia. 

7 , 714.28 

20 ,795 

.  6 

61 .  o 

T    _              .       O  '  ~)  • 

26 , 599 . 62 

132,707 

4.0 

41 .4 

t  t_—  _ ,      .    r*1  *  1  * 

9 , 713.55 

81 ,913 

2.4 

55.3 

r~< 

25 , 527 .40 

229 ,886 

6.8 

67 .  o 

Schle  swig-Hoi s  tern. 

lo,072.22 

80  ,196 

2.4 

oO .  4 

33 ,737.00 

253,594 

7.6 

75 . 5 

20 ,214.46 

215,906 

6.5 

42 . 8 

lb , 844. 73 

195,680' 

5.8 

75 . 8 

Phineland  

23,973.46 

286,515 

8.5 

37.6 

1,142.25 

7 , 708 

.  2 

105.6 

75,996.48 

368,685 

11.0 

48.0 

14,986.31 

134,489  '. 

4^0 

25.9 

19,507.63 

224,940 

6.7 

83.4 

15,070.31 

194,980 

5.8 

80.8 

Thuringia  

11 ,762.73 

120,265 

3.6 

72.4 

7,692.01 

113,721 

3.4 

79.7 

414.92 

12,903 

.  4 

10.6 

15,056.42 

68,364 

2.0 

84.9 

6,423.98 

44,055 

1.3 

76.8 

3,672.05 

45 , 685 

1.4 

89.1 

257.70 

4  ,457 

.1 

12.0 

2,314.32 

23 , 322 

.7 

64.1 

1,215.16 

22,134 

.  7 

125.8 

297.71 

3,719 

.1 

27.3 

340 . 30 

8,036 

.2 

160.7 

*Census  of  Germany  of  1933. 
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According  to  these  data  Schaumburg-Lippc,  Lippe,  Hohenzollern, 
Braunschweig,  Mecklenburg,  Tfuerttonbcrg,  Baden,  Hesscn,  Oldenburg, 
He s sen- Nassau,  and  Hanover  have  the  largest  nuriber  of  holdings  per 
1,000  inhabitants,  zj    Hanover,  "Wuerttemborg,  Hessen-1T assau,  and 
Baden  have  a  large  absolute  number  of  holdings  as  well  as  a  high 
rate  of  holdings  in  relation  to  their  population.    They  arc  those 
areas  of  Germany  in  "which  supplementary  farming  homesteads  have 
reached  their  greatest  development  and  in  which  the  portions  of  the 
population  in  occupations  of  a  non-agricultural  and  ncn-forcstry 
character  are  70.3$,  72.4$,  78.8$,  and  74.9$,  respectively.  Some 
of  the  most  industrialised  and  most  densely  populated  areas  of  Ger- 
many, such  as  Saxony  (State),  Rhino land,  Westphalia,  and  Upper 
Silesiv.,  have  likewise  a  large  absolute  number  of  such  holdings. 
However,  their  rate  of  holdings  per  1,000  inhabitants  is  much  lower 
than  that  of  the  other  areas  mentioned. 

By  a  series  of  measures,  started  in  1931  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Bruening  and  continued  under  von  Papcn  and  von  Schleich- 
er as  well  as  under  the  present  National  Socialist  regime,  the  Ger- 
man National  Government  has  recently  made  groat  efforts  to  promote 
tH<3  creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads  for  the  benefit 
of  industrial  workers.*    Private  industry  has  likewise  manifested 
great  interest  in  this  matter  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years* 

These  developments  have  some  interesting  precedents.     Long  be- 
fore the  vrorld  war  Prussia  and  other  German  states  included  the 
creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads  in  their  land-settle- 
ment programs.     The  Prussian  State  Government  established  or  en- 
couraged a  certain  amount  of  such  holdings  under  the  Settlement 
Act  of  1886  for  Posen  and  Vrest  Prussia  and  the  Rent  Holdings  Acts 
of  1890  and  1891,  although  these  acts  were  primarily  designed  to 
create  peasant  holdings. 

Other  precedents  of  organized  action  in  this  field  are  a  num- 
ber of  land  settlement  schemes  fostered  or  carried  out  by  several 
industrial  enterprises  and  private  persons  in  the  70' s  and  80' s  of 
the  last  century  and  led  by  such  men  as  Alfred  Krupp  and  v.  Bodcl- 
schwingh.     The  Krupp  Iron  and  Steel  "Works  of  Essen  built  a  colony 
of  dwellings  of  the  supplementary  fanning  homestead  type  in  the 
first  half  of  the  1870' s  and  v.  Bcdclschwingh  led  the  creation  of 


zj  Of  these  areas  Hchonzollorn,  Mecklenburg,  and  Oldenburg  fall 
in  the  category  of  states  in  which  from  30  to  50$  of  the  population 
are  connected  with  agriculture  and  forestry.     The  other  divisions 
arc  more  industrialized  areas  having  populo.tions  of  which  from  70 
to  81$  are  connected  with  occupations  other  than  agriculture  and 
forestry* 
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such  a  colony  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bielefeld  in  the  second  half 
of  the  1880 's. 

Still  another  group  of  precedents  are  the  efforts  of  public 
agencies  and  private  industry  following  the  "world  war.    These  in- 
clude promotion  of  such  holdings  on  the  part  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment under  the  Land  Settlement  Act  of  1919  as  well  as  under  the 
National  Homestead  Act  of  1920  and  certain  settlement  projects  un- 
dertaken by  a  number  of  industrial  concerns. 

'  Reasons  for  More  Home-steads' 

The  arguments  which  have  been  advanced  In  favor  of  creating 
more  supplementary  farming  homesteads  for  industrial  workers  are 
in  many  respects  similar  to  those  which  have  generally  been  set 
forth    in  behalf  of  peasant-farm  settlement.     They  refer  to  many 
important  problems  of  the  life  of  the  German  nation  and  may  be  con- 
veniently grouped  into  those  of  biological,  socio-economic,  cultu- 
ral, and  national-political  character. 

Important  among  the  biological  arguments  has  been  the  consid- 
erable decline  in  the  birth  rate  during  the  last  few  decades.  In 
the  1870' s  the  annual  number  of  births  per  1,000  inhabitants  was 
40.0.     In  1955  it  amounted  to  only  14.7.     The  large  cities  have  been 
leading  in  this  downward  movement  of  the  birthrate  (Table  II ).  Hav- 
ing dropped  to  as  low  as  14.7  in  1933  the  reproduction  rate  of  the 
German  people  reached  a  point  where  it  was  about  30$  too  low  to  main- 
tain the  present  size  of  population.     This  decline  has,  therefore, 
been  viewed  with  great  alarm.    The  rural  birth  Tate  has  also  declined, 
but  not  to  the  same  degree.     Furthermore,  it  has  been  assumed  that 
in  the  future  for  various  reasons,  including  economic  considerations, 
people  attached  to  agricultural  land  will  maintain  or  adopt  an  atti- 
tude toward  reproducer  different  from  that  which  has  developed 
among  the  people  living  in  metropolitan  areas. 

The  unfavorable  health  conditions  under  which  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  working  class  population  of  large  cities  are  living 
have  also  been  considered  as  an  important  reason.    As  against  the 
unhealthy  sections  of  the  urban  oontors  have  been  pictured  the  op- 
portunities for  healthier  living  in  better  houses  located  in  subur- 
ban districts  and  the  open  country. 

In  the  field  of  socio-economic  arguments  one  group  of  reasons 
for  more  supplementary  farming  homesteads  has  been  concerned  with 
the  recent  decline  in  Germany's  opportunities  for  exporting  and  the 
feeling  that  Germany's  economic  structure  has  become  unduly  depend- 
ent upon  foreign  markets,  and  that  proper  development  of  the  domes- 
tic market  has  been  neglected.    Here  it  has  been  stated  that,  since 
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Table  II.  Number  cf  Births  per  1,000  Inhabitants  in  Ger- 
many, and  Specified  Districts,  1925-1934.* 


Places 

Places 

Places 

Places 

Districts 

Year 

Ger- 

with 

Berlin 

with  50- 

with 

with 

with  less 

many 

more 

100,000 

SO- 

15- 

than 

than 

Inhabi- 

SO, 000 

30,000 

15,000 

100,000 

tants 

Inhab- 

Inhab- 

Inhabi- 

Inhabi- 

itants 

itants 

tants 

tants 

1926 

20.7 

14.9 

11.2 

17.7 

18.1 

18.3 

24.1 

1026 

19.5 

14.1 

10.6 

17.2 

16.9 

17.3 

22.8 

1927 

18.4 

13.4 

9.9 

15.9 

15.8 

16.1 

21.5 

1928 

18.6 

13.6 

9.8 

16.1 

16.1 

16.2 

21.8 

1929 

17.9 

13.3 

9.6 

15.4 

15.5 

15.4 

21.1 

1930 

17.5 

13.0 

9.5 

15.2 

15.1 

14.8 

20.7 

1931 

16.0 

11.7 

8.8 

13.7 

13.7 

13.5 

18.9 

1932 

15.1 

10.8 

8,4 

12.9 

13.0 

12.9 

18.0 

1933 

14.7 

10.9 

8.7 

12.6 

13.2 

12.8 

17.3 

1934 

18.0 

14.5 
1  

12.9 

16.2 

16.1 

16.5 

20.4 

*  Statistisch.es  Jahrbuch  des  Dcutschcn  Rcichs  und  Wirt sc haft  und 
Statistik. 


many  of  the  existing  difficulties  in  foreign  trade  are  likely  to 
remain,  certain  restrictions  have  to  be  placed  on  the  purchase  of 
foreign  commodities,  that  international  economic  dependence  is  to 
be  reduced,  and  that  strenuous  efforts  have  to  be  made  to  increase 
production  cf  raw  materials  and  other  products  within  the  country. 
Supplementary  farming  homesteads  for  industrial  workers  have  been 
expected  to  help  in  the  realization  of  increased  production  and  in- 
creased domestic  trade  by  expanding  the  amount  of  food  produced  at 
home  and  by  enabling  the  workers  to  spend  more  of  their  purchasing 
power  for  non-food  products  since  they  can  produce  part  of  their 
food  requirements  themselves. 

In  the  same  field  unemployment  has  been  another  important  fac- 
tor. In  the  recent  depression  the  number  of  jobless  reached  unpre- 
cedented proportions.     The  average  number  of  unemployed  was  1.9  mil- 
lion in  1929,  3.1  million  in  1930,  4.5  million  in  1931,  5.5  million 
in  1932,  4.8  million  in  1933,  2.7  million  in  1934,  and  2.1  million 
in  1935.    Apart  from  those  unemployed,  many  workers  had  been  thrown 
on  short-time  w  rk.    Altogether,  this  meant  the  existence  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  whose  income  had  been  partially  or  com- 
pletely destroyed.    Figures  of  unemployment  have  gone  down  more  re- 
cently.   But  in  1931  and  1932,  when  the  movement  for  supplementary 
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farming  homesteads  was  gaining  strength i  the  number  of  those  out 
of  work  was  fr ighteningly  large .     A  good  portion  of  this  change  in 
the  labor  market  was  viewed  as  the  result  of  permanent  changes  in 
the  economic  conditions  of  the  country.     Some  estimated  the  portisai 
of  unemployment  attributable  to  "these'  change s"  at  almost  50$.  This 
situation  was  accompanied  b,y  conditions  under  which  it  was  more  dif- 
ficult to  emigrate  to  other  countries.     In  addition,  pro\rision  of 
relief  for  these  unemployed  had  become  a;  heavy  drain  on  the  national 
Treasury,  as  well  as  on  state  and  local  governments,  particularly 
the  large  cities  (Table1  III)  . 

Table  III.    Persons' Reported  Unemployed  per  1,000  Inhabitants  in 


Germany,  by  Local  Districts  of  Specified  Size  of  Pop- 
ulation, at  End  of  January,  May,,  and  September  1933- 
1935.*  '  .  


End  of  Month 

Unemployed  oer 

1,000  Inhabitants 

Cities  with 

Cities  with 

Germany 

100,000 

.50,000  and 

Other 

and ■ more 

less  than 

District  s 

Inhabitants 

100,000 

1933 

January 

92.  2 

133.0 

113.4 

71.7 

May- 

77.3 

123.6 

101.3 

53.9 

September 

59.0 

106.7 

77.4 

35.5 

1934 

January 

57.9 

96.9 

73.5 

38.3 

May 

38.8 

73.8 

53.1 

21.1 

September 

35.0 

62.8 

47.6 

20.9 

1935 

January 

45.6 

68.2 

58.5 

33.8 

May 

30.  6 

53.2 

40.5 

19.2 

September 

26.0 

46.4 

35.0 

10.0 

*  Reports  of  Reichsanstalt  fuer  Arbeitsvermittlung  und  Arbeitslos- 
enversicherung. 


In  solving  these  difficulties,  land  settlement  has  been  expect- 
ed to  help  in  various  ways.     The  reclamation  of  land,  construction 
of  buildings,   creation  of  new  roads,  manufacture  and  transportation 
of  durable  goods  entering  into  those  buildings  and  developments,  and 
other  activities  have  been  viewed  as  means  of  increasing  the  demand 
for  labor.     In  addition,   land  settlement  has  been  considered  as  a 
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factor  which  will  ^redistribute  labor  power  according  to  national 
requirements  and  offer  possibilities  for  savings  in  relief  expendi- 
ture • 

The  materia],  insecurity  of  the  workers  in  periods  of  economic 
distress  has  been  another  important  argument.     It  has  been  felt  that 
those  workers  who  are  uprooted  from  the  soil  are  much  less  secure 
in  periods  of  declining  business  conditions  than  those  who  are  e- 
quipped  with  a  picco  of  land. on  which  they  can  grow  some  of  their 
necessary  means  of  living.    Therefore,  it  has  been  proposed  to  give 
a  larger  part  of  the  working  population  access  to  the  soil  so  that, 
in  times  of  loss  employment  or  unemployment ,  occupants  of  supplemen- 
tary farming  homesteads  will  be  able  to  fall  back  on  their  own  pro- 
duction and  the  lane  can  act  as  a  shock-absorber. 

Still  another  reason  has  bocn  the  threatened  disintegration 
of  family  life.     It  has  been  argued  that  the  conditions  under  which 
large  proportions  of  the  population  have  boon  forced  to  room  in  largo 
cities  have  contributed  to  this  disintegration;  that  family  life  has 
suffered  in  many  cases  because  no  satisfactory  home  existed;  and 
that  there  is  danger  of  further  destruction  if  these  conditions  con- 
tinue.   Since  a  pleasant  homo  has  boon  considered  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  creation  of  happy  and  satisfactory  family  life,  it  has 
been  proposed  to  help  7/orkers  to  move  into  dwellings  better  than 
th^sO  which  they  now  occupy. 

Another  factor  has  been  concern  over  existing .trends  in  the 
morality  of  the  people.    Having  been  uprooted  from  the  soil,  in 
many  workers  the  feeling  of  independence  which  is  so  common  among 
farmers  has  disappeared.     In  addition^  moral  conditions  have  suf- 
fered a  great  deal  or  account  of  unemployment.    Here  it  has  been 
felt  that  the  possession  of  a  piece  of  ground  will  revive  the  fool- 
ing of  independence  and  tend  to  maintain  and  foster  the  dignity  of 
the  laborer  and  his  family;  and.  that  land  settlement  is  likely  to 
stimulate  the  willingness  of  self-help  and  self-responsibility  in 
a  better  and  safer  way  than  any  other  measure  of  work  creation. 

In  the  sphere  of  cultural  reasons  it  lias  been  claimed  that  past 
migration  has  often  had  undesirable  effects  on  the  cultural  level 
of  rural  regions.    Often  the  best  elements  have  left  the  country- 
side, leaving  behind  the  weaker  and  less  energetic.     It  has  also 
been  stated  that  many  of  those  who  moved  townward  have  become  sub- 
jected to  the  forces  of  demoralization  and  degeneration  which  have 
developed  in  the  huge  urban  conters.     Therefore,  the  need  has  been 
felt  to  tic  the  most  valuable  elements  of  the  population  to  the 
soil  and  prevent  them  from  migrating  to  large  urban  centers  or  em- 
igrating to  foreign  countries. 
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Finally^  a  group  of  national-political  arguments  have  been  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  homestead  settlement.    They  pertain  to  the  need 
for  strengthening  the  border  regions  by  increasing  population  den- 
sity in  such  areas  and  redistributing  population  in  the  interior 
to  avoid  too  great  concentration  of  people  and  certain  vital  indus- 
tries in  insecure  localities.    They  also  refer  to  the  desire  to 
strengthen  the  homeland  feeling  which  has  been  undermined  as  a  re- 
sult of  unsatisfactory  dwelling  conditions  and  to  lessen  the  danger 
of  political  instability  of  a  people  suffering  from  uncmplo2/ment 
and  reduced  standard  of  living. 

One  thing  which  has  to  be  realized  is  that,  in  dealing  with 
all  the  grave  maladjustments  which  have  been  set  forth  as  reasons 
for  action,  land  settlement  has  not  been  viewed  as  a  panacea.  It 
has  been  expected,  however,  to  serve  as  a  corrective  on  all  the 
fronts  mentioned  and  as  a  factor  which  may  contribute  to  the  solu- 
tion of  these  problems  in  varying  degrees  of  completeness,  in  a 
smaller  way  here  and  a  larger  way  there. 

Present  Methods 

From  1931  to  the  spring  of  1934  the  new  work  of  the  National 
Government  in  this  field  was  divided  into  four  construction  periods. 
Each  of  these  periods  was  characterized  by  new  financial  arrangements 
and  the  issuing  of  additional  land- settlement  regulations,  represent- 
ing either  new  rules  or  amendments  to  existing  ones.     Since  then, 
one  may  say,  a  fifth  period  has  been  concluded  and  a  sixth  has  been 
started.  4/  Within  the  limits  of  the  present  article  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  describe  fully  the  various  methods  which  have  been 
applied  in  these  periods.    A  brief  discussion  of  some  of  them  may, 
however,  be  included. 


4/The  main  regulations  for  the  first  period  were  issued  in  a 
Decree  of  the  National  Government  of  December  23,  1931.  Those 
for  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  periods  wore  contained  in  the 
administrative  rules  and  regulations  of  the  National  Commissioner 
for  the  creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads  of  July  1, 
1932,  in  the  administrative  rules  and  regulations  of  the  National 
Labor  Ministry  of  February  20,  1933,  and  in  the  Decree  of  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Ministry  of  July  7,  1D33,  respectively.  Important 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  later  periods  were  issued  in  the 
Decrees  of  the  National  Ministry  of  Labor  of  February  12,  1935, 
and  June  8,  1935. 
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Organization.     The  general  administration  of  the  legislative 
measures  of  the  National  Government  in  this  field  of  land  settlement 
has  been  shifted  several  times  in  recent  years.     In  the  period  from 
the  fall  of  1931  to  December    1934,  it  was  turned  over  twice  to  a 
special  Commissioner  for  Land  Settlement.     Today  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labor. 

L.  ->ood  deal  of  the  present  practical  land- settlement  work  is 
being  carried  out  by  so-called  Homestead  Development  Agencies  (Heim- 
staetten).    These  are  semi-public  land- settlement  companies  of  non- 
profit character,  which  have  grown  up  in  the  last  10  years  and  are 
today  spread  all  over  the  national  territory.    An  association  called 
the  National  Union  of  Homestead  Development  Agencies  represents  their 
common  interests  and  serves  as  a  clearing  house  for  discussion  of 
their  land- settlement  problems. 

Likewise  of  particular  importance  is  the  system  of  homestead 
offices  of  the  National  Socialist  Party  and  the  Labor  Front.  Through 
this  system,  consisting  of  a  national  office,  regional  offices,  and 
local  branches,  the  National  Socialist  Party  today  exerts  a  great 
influence  on  the  creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads.  The 
offices  arc  concerned  with  the  development  of  land-settlement  poli- 
cies, but  they  are  also  carrying  out  practical  settlement  work  in 
respect  to  selection  of  settlers.     In  this  latter  function  their 
influence  has  been  increasing.     Two  recent  decrees,  issued  in  1935, 
ruled  that  in  all  cases  in  which  national  funds  are  used  in  financ- 
ing projects  settlers  are  to  be  selected  only  in  collaboration  with 
the  offices  of  this  system.     The  offices  have  thereby  become  the 
leading  body  in  selecting  settlers. 

Selection  of  Settlors .     Because  of  its  great  influence  on  the 
outcome  of  settlement  work  the  selection  of  settlers  is  today  con- 
sidered as  the  most  important  factor.     One  thing  which  is  particu- 
larly noticeable  in  the  present  attitude  toward  selection  of  settlers 
is  the  fact  that  the  whole  family  of  the  applicant  is  taken  into 
consideration  rather  than  the  individual  alone.    This  is  done  for 
biological  reasons  as  well  as  in  consideration  of  the  expected  par- 
ticipation of  the  family  in  the  work  on  the  holding. 

Current  requirements  for  settlers  and  their  families  who  are 
placed  on  holdings  financed  with  the  assistance  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment go  farther  than  those  of  any  other  European  country  doing 
similar  work*     In  accordance  with  them,  the  applicant  and  his  wife 
must  be  of  German  nationality  and  of  Aryan  descent.    They  must  be 
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politically  reliable.     In  addition,   the  settler  and  his  family  must 
be  in  good  health  and  in  good  condition  from  the  standpoint  of  he- 
redity.    Since  the  financial  assistance  of  the  Government  is  to  ben- 
efit primarily  those  persons  who  have  not  enough  means  of  their  own 
to  acquire  supplementary  farming  homesteads,  the  applicant  must  be 
in  the  low-income  class.    This  means  that  only  those  full-time  em- 
ployed persons  are  eligible  whose  monthly  income  is  below  200  marks. 
The  families  must  not  be  heavily  in  debt,  and  must  be  able  to  meet 
their  financial  obligations.     It  is  further  required  that  they  have 
community  spirit  and  no  habits  or  inclinations  which  are  likely  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  community.     In  addition,  the  families  must 
be  familiar  with  the  type  of  agricultural  work  they  are  expected  to 
do  on  the  holding.     That  is,  they  must  be  acquainted  with  methods 
of  cultivating  the  soil  and  raising  small  live  stock.    They  must  be 
trustworthy  and  industrious. 

Preferential  treatment  is  accorded  to  war  veterans  and  veterans 
of  the  present  Nationalist  movement  and  persons  injured  in  the  war 
or  in  the  service  of  the  Nationalist  organizations.    But  before  pre- 
ference is  given  to  those  persons  they  must  be  able  to  meet  all  gen- 
eral qualifications  mentioned  above.     In  previous  periods  special 
privileges  were  accorded  to  families  with  a  large  number  of  children, 
but  it  is  generally  held  today  that  the  existence  of  a  large  number 
of  children  shall  not  be  sufficient.     It  is  thought  that,-  above  all, 
the  families  applying  for  settlement  must  meet  the  racial  and  bio- 
logical requirements.    Unless  these  are  met,  a  large  number  of  chil- 
dren is  not  supposed  to  count. 

Regulations  for  the  first  construction  periods  stated  that  those 
to  be  admitted  should  primarily  be  unemployed  and  short-time  workers. 
They  also  pointed  out  that  those  who  had  been  unemployed  over  a  long 
period  of  time  should  be  given  preference.    This  policy  was  in  line 
with  the  then  prevailing  thought  to  make  supplementary  farming  home- 
steads primarily  a  means ■ of  unemployment  relief.     Since  the  results 
of  this  policy  were  rather  unsatisfactory,  in  later  periods  no  more 
emphasis  was  placed  on  unemployment  as  a  qualification.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  idea  of  settling  jobless  persons  was  gradually  abandoned. 
More  recently  the  attitude  has  been  taken  that  primarily  full-time 
employed  workers  should  be  selected  for  the  newly  established  supple- 
mentary farming  homesteads. 

An  elaborate  procedure  of  examination  has  been  worked  out  by  the 
National  Homestead  Offices  of  the  National  Socialist  Party  and  the 
Labor  Front,   involving  the  filling  out  of  questionnaires,  submission 
of  a  certificate  on  the  settler's  wage  status  by  the  enterprise 
where  he  is  employed,  examination  of  these  statements  first  by 
local  bodies,  then  by  the  regional  homestead  offices,  and  final- 
ly by  the  National  Homestead  Office,  as  well  as  the  issuing  of  set- 
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tlement  licenses.  This  procedure  has  recently  been  ruled  for  all 
those  projects  -which  arc  financed  by  the  National  Government. 


Location  of  Holdings.     One  of  the  most  important  rules  of  to- 
day is  that  now  holdings  arc  to  be  created  only  in  places  where  ap- 
plicants can  safely  be  expected  to  make  a  living.     To  make  surethat 
this  rule     is  followed  settlement  agencies  have  boon  instructed  by 
the  National  Ministry  of  Labor  to  develop  their  settlement  plans 
in  collaboration  with  the  National  Employment  Service,  its  national 
office  as  well  as  its  regional  and  local  branches.     In  determining 
the  location  of  new  settlements  attention  is  also  to  be  paid  to  the 
price  and  quality  of  the  land  as  well  as  to  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  settler  is  able  to  go  to  his  working  place  within  rea- 
sonable limits  of  time  and  cost. 

Size  of  Settlement  Unit  and  Equipment.     In  determining  the  a- 
mount  of  land  to  bo  attached  to  the  homestead,  primary  attention 
is  given  to  the  amount  of  labor  available  in  the  family,  the  qual- 
ity of  the  soil  and  climatic  conditions,  and  the  fact  that  the  hold- 
ing is  expected  to  protect  its  occupants  as  much  as  possible  against 
distress  in  periods  of  loss  employment.     For  the  first  period  it 
was  provided  that  the  land  attached  to  the  homesteads  should  not 
be  below  600  square  meters  (0.18  acres)  and  not  above  5,000  square 
meters  (1.25  acres).    For  the  fourth  period  a  minimum  of  1,000 
square  meters  (0.25  acres)  was  established.     This  minimum  has  since 
been  maintained. 

The  holdings  are  to  be  equipped  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  the 
occupants  to  produce  vegetables  and  fruits.     In  addition,  thev  arc 
expected  to  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  facilities  for  raising 
small  live  stock,  such  as  poultry,  rabbits,  goats,  and  possibly 
hogs. 

Financing.     The  total  amount  of  capital  appropriated  by  the 
National  Government  for  the  four  construction  periods  running  from 
1931  to  the  spring  of  1934  was  about  190  million  marks.     Up  to  then 
about  94  million  had  been  paid  out.    After  further  commitments  had 
been  made  in  1934,  about  35  million  were  carried  over  into  1935. 
In  February    1935,  the  Reich  launched  a  refinancing  program  designed 
to  mobilize,  with  the  help  of  private  capital,  part  of  the  funds 
it  had  advanced  previously.     Furthermore,  another  70  million  were 
made  available  in  June  of  that  year.     The  present  government  is  of 
the  opinion  that  in  the  future  the  major  portion  of  the  financing 
of  those  homesteads  should  be  accomplished  without  public  assist- 
ance, and  that,  accordingly,  the  settlers  themselves  and  private 
financial  institutions  should  furnish  more  capital  for  this  purpose 
than-  they  have  in  the  past.    For  the  time  being,  however,  the  sup- 
plying of  large  public  funds  is  likely  to  continue,  since  the 
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present  scarcity  of  capital  is  still  a  great  obstacle  to  realiza- 
tion of  this  idea. 

Financial  assistance  by  the  National  Government  has  been  given 
both  in  the  form  of  loans  and  loan  guarantees.    As  to  the  direct 
advancing  of  funds,  two  types  of  loans  have  been  granted,  basic 
loans  and  supplementary  loans.     In  the  first  two  construction  pe- 
riods- the  basic  loan  was' to  be  not  more  than  2,500  marks.  This 
amount  was  reduced  to  2,250  marks  for  the  third  and  fourth  periods. 
Today  it  is  only  1,000  marks. 

Supplementary  loans  have  been  granted  to  families  with  large 
numbers  of  children  as  well  as  to  those  veterans  of  the  world  war 
and  the  present  Nationalist  movement  who  are  suffering  from  ill- 
ness or  were  injured  in  connection  with  their  service.  Families 
having  at  least  four  children  of  less  than  21  years  of  age  living 
with  them  in  their  household  are  at  present  entitled  to  a  loan  of 
up  to  200  marks  in  addition  to  the  basic  loan.     If  there  are  five 
or  more  children,  the  additional  sum  of  money  may  be  increased  up 
to  400  marks.     Under  present  regulations,  however,  supplementary 
loans  are  in  no  case  to  exceed  400  marks.     The  purpose  of  these  sup- 
plementary loans  is  to  facilitate  financing  the  construction  of  ad- 
ditional bedrooms.     Accordingly,  no  such  loon  is  to  be  granted  un- 
less one  or  more  bedrooms  are  built  and  the  corresponding  additional 
building  costs  equal  at  least  the  amount  of  this  supplementary  ad- 
vance. 

The  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  today  on  government  loans  is 
4$.     In  the  case  of  families  with  more  than  four  children  below  21 
years  of  age  interest  payments  may  be  reduced  not  exceeding  40  marks 
annually  for  the  first  three  years.     Payment  is  to  start  the  first 
month  following  the  date  at  which  the  Building  Inspection  Authori- 
ties have  declared  the  house  to  be  ready  for  occupation. 

The  amortization  rate  is  lfo.     Under  previous  rules  no  amortiza- 
tion payment  used  to  be  made  during  the  first  three  years.  Today 
repayments  are  to  start  with  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year  fol- 
lowing payment  of  the  last  instalment  on  the  settlement  loan. 

Settlers  are  expected  to  contribute  to  the  financing  of  their 
holdings.     Their  own  contributions  have  to  be  at  least  20$  of  the 
value  of  the  land  and  building  costs,   if  they  are  to  become  eligi- 
ble for  a  loan  from  the  National  Government.     The  form  in  which  they 
are  expected  to  contribute  varies.     They  may  pay  part  of  the  cost 
in  cash,  bring  in  other  assets  such  as  the  value  of  a  piece  of  land, 
add  to  the  capital  needed  by  their  own  labor  by  way  of  self-help 
work  on  their  own  holding  or  those  of  their  neighbors,   or  furnish 
such  financial  means  as  are  made  available  to  them  by  third  persons 
based  on  confidence  in  their  personal  ability. 
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Costs.     Since  high  settlement  oosts  will  place  heavy  financial 
burdens  on  the  settlers  with  the  possibility  that  settlement  will 
become  a  failure  on  account  of  unbearable  obligations,  and  since 
high  costs  are  also  likely  to  prolong  the  period  of  payment  of  in- 
terest and  amortization,  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep  costs  as 
low  as  possible.     In  line  with  those  efforts  the  National  Govern- 
ment provided  for  the  first  settlement  period  that  no  money  should 
bo  advanced  out  of  its  own  funds,  unless  the  total  expenditure  for 
construction  of  the  holding  and  its  equipment  would  stay  under 
3,000  marks.     This  rule  still  exists.     Under  it  this  sum.  does  not 
include  the  price  of  the  land,  the  value  of  the  settler's  contri- 
bution by  his  own  labor,  and  the  value  of  the  supplementary  loan, 
if  such  a  loan  has  been  granted. 

However,  certain  exceptions  to  this  rule  have  been  admitted. 
T.Tierc  the  character  of  the  land,  especially  high  costs  of  water 
supply,  and  similar  factors  load  to  an  inevitable  increase  of  set- 
tlement costs,  consideration  may  be  given  to  projects  which  include 
holdings  costing  as  much  as  4,000  marks.     The  same  applies  to  cases 
in  which  the  size  of  the  operating  unit,  occupation,  or  other  condi- 
tions in  the  settler's  family  require  the  establishment  of  larger 
buildings;  or  in  which  settlers,  because  of  their  employment  on  full- 
time  or  part-time  work  or  because  of  physical  handicaps   (such  as 
injuries  received  in  the  world  war),  are  unable  to  contribute  to  the 
creation  of  their  holdings  by  the  usual  amount  of  self-help  work. 

To  keep  building  costs  down  by  only  gradually  expanding  and 
completing  the  construction  of  the  living  quarters  is  considered 
an  important  principle  in  present  land- settlement  policies.  In 
line  with  this  idea  the  settler  is  asked  to  scale  down  his  immedi- 
ate wants  with  respect  to  his  living  quarters  in  the  interest  of 
keeping  his  financial  obligations  of  the  first  few  years  down  and 
to  carry  out  the  rest  of  his  building  plans  only  after  ho  has  lived 
for  a  while  on  the  holding  and  established  a  firm  economic  base  for 
advanc  cment • 

Financial  Burden  of  Settler.     To  prevent  the  financial  burden 
placed  on  the  settler  from  getting  out  of  lino  with  his  capacity 
to  pay,  the  Government  decided  to  establish  a  maximum  for  his 
monthly  obligations.     This  maximum  for  holdings  financed  by  the 
Government  is  today  25  narks.     Included  in  these  25  marks  is  the 
payment  for  the  land,  either  as  rent  on  leased  land  or  as  an  in- 
stalment payment  on  the  purchase. 

Projects  involving  a  financial  burden  amounting  to  30  marks 
per  month  may  be  assisted  by  Government  funds  if  the  following  con- 
ditions exist  jointly:   (l)  the  size  of  the  agricultural  land  com- 
prises at  least  2,500  square  meters  (0.63  acres);   (?.)  in  case  the 
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land  Is  leased,   the  lease  contract  runs  over  a  period  of  not  less 
than  18  years;   (3)  the  land  is  of  specially  good  quality;   (4)  the 
family  includes  enough  labor  to  operate  the  amount  of  land  men- 
tioned;  (5)  the  settlement  family  has  operated  successfully  a  cor- 
responding area  of  land  during  the  last  three  years  or  is  able:  to 
furnish  sufficient  other  guarantees  to  the  effect  that  it  is  cap- 
able of  managing  such  a  holding;   (6)  prospective  yields  of  produc- 
tive operations  promise  a  substantial  surplus  over  expenditure;  (7) 
the  total  amount  payable  by  the  settler  does  not  exceed  -J  of  his 
income  from  wages,  pensions,  and  other  sources. 

Results 

What  are  the  results  of  the  present  movement  for  the  creation 
of  more  supplementary  farming  homesteads?    A  few  surveys  made  in 
the  last  two  or  three  years  throw  some  light  on  this  point.  In 
many  respects,  however,   it  is  still  too  early  to  judge  definitely 
whether  or  not  the  newly  created  holdings  are  bringing  about  all 
desired  changes. 

The  number  of  holdings  established  in  the  first  four  construc- 
tion periods  with  the  financial  assistance  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment and  their  distribution  over  the  various  major  political  sub- 
divisions are  shown  in  Table  IV. 

Since  in  the  first  construction  period  this  type  of  land  set- 
tlement was  largely  used  as  a  measure  of  bringing  relief  to  unem- 
ployed persons  and  of  improving  conditions  mainly  in  areas  where 
relief  loads  were  particularly  heavy,   the  major  portion  of  opera- 
tions took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  big  cities  and  large  industri- 
al centers.    Abandonment  of  this  policy  brought  a  change  in  the  lo- 
cation of  the  more  recent  projects  with  the  result  that  the  arc-as 
of  middle-sized  and  snail  towns  and  the  open  country  have  gained 
a  greater  share  in  the  total  number  of  new  homesteads.     This  change 
is  clearly  visible  in  Table  V. 

Some  idea  about  present  population  growth  on  those  suonlenen- 
tary  farming  homesteads  which  were  in  existence  in  Germany  by  1933 
may  be  gained  from  Table  VI. 

This  table  indicates  that  in  the  occupational  groups  mentioned 
the  portion  of  families  having  no  children  was  much  smaller  where 
land  was  held.     It  also  indicates  that,  where  children  exist,  cases 
of  three  and  more  than  three  children  are  more  numerous  among  fam- 
ilies with,  land  than  among  families  without  land.     How  similar  data 
on  newly  created  supplementary  farming  homesteads  will  compare  with 
the  figures  given  above  will  be  very  interesting  to  know.     So  far 
no  data  on  this  point  are  available. 
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Tabic  TV.  Number  of  Supplementary  Farming  Homesteads  Created  with 
Assistance  of  Public  Agencies,  in  the  Four  Construction 
Periods,  1931-1934.* 
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8.  93 

1  ,4yb 

943 

1 , 863 

1 , 043 

5 , 345 

13.19 

Hossen-Nassau. ... 

ooU 

oof. 

dob 

cr  o  a 

58b 

2,30b 

5 .  bo 

1  WOP, 
1  }  1  CO 

1 ,  <dUd 

1  ,4  x2 

1 , 939 

D  ,ooy 

9.b4 

1  OOl 

i ,  bbO 

n     i  or 
1  ,  4  o  5 

2 , 120 

7,07b 

10.81 

v"uerttcmberg. ...... 

111/1 

4<S'± 

ob4 

bbO 

720 

2 ,158 

3.29 

bOb 

357 

470 

740 

2,173 

3.32 

320 

200 

284 

412 

1 ,216 

1 .85 

590 

345 

412 

542 

1,889 

2.89 

.l  jj  c 

y:D  O 

U  .  /  c 

B  r  o.un  s  c  hwo  i  g  

60 

60 

126 

170 

416 

0.63 

01dcnb\irg  

90 

89 

50 

126 

355 

0.55 

Anhalt  

100 

99 

94 

130 

423 

0.65 

Lippe-Detmold  

30 

40 

29 

46 

145 

0.22 

486 

417 

205 

459 

1,567 

2.39 

68 

104 

99 

139 

401 

0.61 

84 

105 

59 

290 

0.44 

Schaumburg»Li"J'i"''-. . . 

12 

• .  •  • 

•  •  .  • 

15 

28 

0.04 

*Dcutsche  Bau-  und  Bodenbank,  Denksohrift  ueber  die  Vorstaedtische 
Klcinsiedlung,  pp.  11  and  13. 


♦♦Consisting  of  periods  II  and  Ila  which  are . combined  in  this  table. 
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Ta"ble  V.    Distribut ion  of  New- -Supplementary  Farming  Homesteads  over 

Political  Subdivisions  Grouped  According  to  Number  of 
 Inhabitants  .  *   


Class. of  Political  Subdivisions  ac- 
cording to  Number  of  Inhabitants 


Percent  of  All  Homesteads 
  Established 


Pirst  Period 

Fourth  Period 

24.0$' 

13.0$ 

19.0 

4.9 

 14.0  -  

3.7 

13.0 

5.3 

' 1  10.5 

9.9 

9".  5 

14.9 

10.7 

2.5 

13.1 

3.5 

24.5 

500,000  and  more. . 
200,000. to  500,000 
100,000  to  200,000 
50,000  to  100 -,000 
25,000  to  50,000 
10,000  to 
5,000  to 
2,000  to 
Below  2,000. 


25,000 
10,000 
5,000 


♦Deutsche  Bau-  una  Bodenbank,  Denkschrift  ueber'die  Vorstaedtische 
Kleinsiedlung ,  p.  14.  ■-• 


Table  VI.  Possession  of  Land  and  Percent  of  Families  Having  Spe- 
cified Number  of  Children  in  Different  Occupational 
 Groups,  1933.*   '  


Social  Position  of  Family 
Head  and  Possession  of  Land 

Percent  of  Families  Having  Specified 
Number  of  Children 

None 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  and. 
More 

Independent  operator  ir, 
industry  and  commerce. 

Worker  in  industry,  com- 
merce, and  public  service. 

With  land  

Civil  service . 

Employee  in  industry,  com- 
merce, and  public  service. 

With  land  

Agricultural  laborer . 

Without  land  

With  land  

26.0$ 
14.5 

25.9 
13.0 

25. e 

13.4 

33.4 
18.0 

19.2 
10.9 

1 

26 .  1$ 
19.2 

30.0 
22.5 

30.0 
22.4 

31.7 

26.6 

24.6 
17.8 

21'.  5$ 
21.8 

19.5 
21.9 

22.8 
25.8 

19.4 
24.0 

19.0 
18.4 

11 .  8^ 
15.5 

10.2 
14.8 

11.1 
16.3 

8.2 
13.5 

12.1 
14.2 

6.1$ 
10.0 

5.6 
9  .5 

5.1 
9.2 

3.6 
7.3 

7.9 
10*5 

B.Qfo 
19.0 

8.7 
18.3 

5.2 
12.9 

3.7 
10.6 

17.2 
28.2 

♦Population  Census  of  Germany,  1933. 


Thero  is  no  doubt  that  the  now  supplementary  farming  homesteads 
have  brought  many- hygienic  improvements  in  the  dwelling  conditions 
of  many  industrial  workers  who  formerly  were  very  poorly  housed. 
These  improvements  will  not  fail  to  react  favorably  on  the  health 
of  the  occupants  of  the  new  homesteads. 

Ac  tc  what  part  of  the  homesteader's  income  results  from  his 
own  production,  a  recent  study > of  supplementary  farming  homesteads 
created  in  Brandenburg  and  Po sen-West  Prussia  in  the  first  and  sec- 
ond periods  from  October,  1931,  to  the  end  of  1932  6/revoals  that 
on  -f--ncre  holdings,  on  which  production  was  confined  to  fruits, 
vegetables,  and  potatoes  and  no  small  livestock  was  held,  the  value 
of  the  commodities  raised  cnnually  amounted  to  from  140  to  193  marks. 
If  small  live  stock,  consisting . of  one  hog,  one  goat,  five  to  six 
chickens,  and  some  rabbits,  had  been  added  and  the  necessary  feed 
bought  outside,  the  value  of  the  commodities  produced  ranged  from 
330  to  383  marks. .  If  feed  was  produced  on  additional  rented  land 
it  amounted  to  from  401  to  430  marks.  6/  Taking  1,500  to  2,000  marks 
as  a  desirable  normal  income  for  industrial  workers,  it  seems  pos- 
sible to  produce  on  such  supplementary . farming  homesteads  about  ^ 
of  that  amount.    "With  respect  to  this . estimate  as  well  as  to  other 
similar  calculations  it  must,  however, .be  said  that  they  have  to 
be  used  with  caution  in  the  formulation  of  a  final  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  this  typo . of . settlement .     They  refer  to 
holdings  which  are  not  yet  fully  developed.     It  is  well  known  that 
some  time  is  required  before  new  settlements  reach  their  full  de- 
velopment.    Frequently  the  whole  first. decade  of  the  homesteader's 
life  on  his  new  holding  is  devoted  to  developmental  work. 

TVhether  the  new  supplementary  .  farming  homesteads  will  be  able 
to  protect  workers  against  distress. in  future  times  of  depressed 
business  conditions  and  to  keep  dcwi  the, number  of  people  on  relief 
rolls  remains  to  be  seen.     It  has  been  claimed  that  those  which  grew 
up  previously  have  been  able  to  do  this.     To  illustrate  the  distri- 
bution of  the  relief  burden  in  the  last  depression  Table  VII  shews 
the  rumber  of  persons  who  were  receiving  relief  per  1,000  inhabi- 
tants in  the  various  employment  exchange  districts  in  April  and  Oc- 
tober of  1935.     Distribution  of  unemployment  relief  loads  over  the 
various  districts  has  been  influenced  in  a  large  measure  by  the  de- 
gree to  which  separate  industries  were  hit  by  the  depression  and 
the  degree  to  which  industries  of  a  given  area  were  working  for  export. 


6/Gertrud  Laupheim.or  and  Marie  Hoogcl-Fortenson,  Die  vorstaedtische 
Kleinsiedlung  in  dor  Mark  Brandenburg  und  in  der  Grenzmark,  Doutschcs 
Forschungsinstitut  fuer  Agrar-  und  Siodlungsweson,  Abteilung,  Berlin, 
1935. 


6/lbid.,  pp.  41-44. 
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But,  while  this  is  the  case,  these  figures  also  seen  to  reveal  some 
relationship  between  relief  loads  and  number  of  supplementary  farm- 
ing homesteads.     They  shew  that,  apart  from  the  mainly  agricultural 
areas  of  East  Prussia,  Pomerania,  and  Bavaria,  the  relief  loads  were 
comparatively  low  in  Southwestern  Germany  (Baden  and  7>ruerttemberg) , 
in  He s sen,  and  in  Lower  Saxony  (Braunschweig,  the  greater  portion 
of  Hanover,  and  Oldenburg).    These  districts'  include  those  states 
and  provinces  in  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  supplementary  farm- 
ing homesteads  have  reached  their  greatest  growth. 


•Table  VII.  Unemployed  Persons  Receiving  Relief  in  Germany  per  1,000 
Inhabitants,  by  Employment  Exchange  Districts,  April  30 
and  October  31,  1935.* 


District 

April  30,  1935. 

October  31,  1935. 

29.8 

19.5 

4.9 

1.8 

30.6 

27.1 

43.5 

21.6 

8.5 

7.5 

40.7 

22.1 

18.9 

9.4 

32.4 

21..9 

41.8 

28.9 

26.7 

23.6 

23.2 

10.7 

50.2 

37.9 

19.0 

12.4 

Southwestern  Germany... 

14.9 

9.6 

*Reports  of  Reichsanstalt  fucr  Arbcitsvermittlung  und  Arbeitslosen 
versicherung. 


According  to  Laupheimer  and  Hoegel-TJertenson,  the  supplementary 
farming  homesteads  established  in  Posen-7'est  Prussia  and  Brandenburg 
during  the  first  and  second  settlement  periods  from  October  VJ51, 
to  the  end  of  1932  have  brought  about  changes  in  the  dwelling  con- 
ditions of  the  settlers  as  to  rent  payments  and  number  of  rooms  as 
indicated  in  Table  VIII. 

Monthly  rents  paid  by  the  settlers  before  their  placement  on 
new  supplementary  farming  homesteads  varied  between  10  and  46  marks. 
Those  which  they  will  have  to  pay  in  the  future  range  from  10.40  to 
18.25  marks.     The  variations  in  the  new  rents  are  caused  mainly  by 
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Table  VIII.   "Dwelling  Conditions  as  to  Rent  Payments  and  Number  of 

Rooms  on  Not/  Supplementary  Farming  Homesteads  in  Speci- 
fied Areas  of  Brandenburg  and  Posen-TJest  Prussia.* 


Settlement 

Former 
Monthly 
(Marks ) 

Future 
Monthly 
Pay- 
ments** 
(Marks) 

Annual  In 
crease  (+) 
or  Decrease 
(-)  in  Pay- 
ments 
(Marks ) 

'■lumber  of  Rooms  *** 

Previously 

Now 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4 

) 

(5) 

(6) 

19 

14,41 

-  59 

3 

3 

Brandenburg  

15-38 

10,41 

-  60 

to 

-336 

40 

cxim  nntcr^ 

3+1 

20-40 

10,40 

-120 

to 

-360 

3 

3 

20 

12,50 

-  90 

3+1 

28 

17,00 

-137 

3+1 

K 1  o  i  n— S  c  h.o  e  n  ob  e  c  k 

lo-4o 

-  12 

to 

-331 

4 

Luckenwalde  

25-30 

10,40 

-180 

to 

-240 

3 

3+1 

Ncuenhagcn  

25 

17,00 

-  96 

2-2o" 

3 

Nowawes  

22 

17,50 

-  21 

35 

-40  cUii  .cters 

3+1 

35 

16,25 

-192 

3 

3+1 

28 

15,30 

-156 

3 

3  +  1 

Prcnzlau  

20 

14,23 

-  66 

4 

3(+l) 

15-20 

13,00 

-  24 

to 

-  84 

2-3 

3 

15-25 

13,85 

-  15 

25- 

-36  cu.rotcrs 

3 

15,40 

±  0 

to 

-120 

2-2,5 

•  •  o  • 

12-15 

15,00 

±  o 

to 

t  36 

2 

3+1 

Hang clsb erg  

16-18 

12,00 

+  48 

to 

t  72 

3 

4 

14 

12,50 

-  24 

2-3 

3 

10-20 

12,50 

r  30 

to 

-  90 

2-3 

3 

Sonftenbcrg  

17 

18,00 

t  12 

3 

3 

16-24 

14,00 

-  24 

to 

-120 

2-3 

3 

10-20 

J4,50 

+  54 

2-3 

3 

;  13 

13,00 

t  0 

2-3 

3 

16-18 

12,00 

-  48 

to 

-  72 

3 

3- (4) 

Graustadt ........ 

16  &  22 

14,58 

-  17 

to 

-101 

2  and  3 

3-4 

Schneidemuohl .... 

10 

15,50 

+•  66 

2 

2 

*  Laupheimer  and  Hoegel-','ortonson,  op  cit.,  pp.  45-46. 
**Final  amount. 
***Kitchen  included. 

§  In  some  instances  more  than  30  marks,    "'"here  this  occurred,  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  annual  payments  ranged  between  -66  and -186  marks. 
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differences  in  the  cost  of  settlement  land.     In  most  cases  the  fu- 
ture payments  to  "be  made  by  settlers  form  a  notable  saving    in  ex- 
penditure for  dwelling.     In  some  instances  settlers  have  to  pay  more 
than  they  did  in  their  old  dwellings.     This,  however,  does  not  ne- 
cessarily mean  that  their  economic  situation  in  this  respect  has 
become  more  difficult,   since  the  new  rent  payments  include  not  only 
interest  and  amortization  for  the  house  hut  also  rent  for  the  site 
and  interest  for  the  homestead  equipment  financed  in  connection  with 
the  settlement  loan. 

There  are  no  signs  that  government  interest  and  assistance  in 
the  creation  of  supplementary  farming  homesteads  will  decrease  in 
the  near  future.     On  the  contrary,  it  may -be  expected  to  increase 
since  the  National  Socialists  are  entirely  in  agreement  with  this 
type  of  settlement  and  have  made  it  one  of  the  main  points  in  their 
program. 

-  00  - 
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